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Selected as a Bank Street College of Education Best Children’s Book of the Year for 2018
(Category: Twelve–Fourteen)“A biography for the times … An excellent read for anyone hoping
to believe one person can make a difference.” —Kirkus (starred review)“This well-told, age-
appropriate account of a vital and essential activist deserves a place in all middle grade
collections.” —School Library Journal (starred review)Today, we know Dolores Huerta as the
cofounder, with Cesar Chavez, of the National Farmworkers Association, which later became the
United Farm Workers of America. We know her as a tireless advocate for the rights of
farmworkers, Mexican American immigrants, women, and LGBTQ populations. And we know her
as the recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom from Barack Obama in 2012.Before all
that, though, Huerta was a child in the farming community of Stockton, California, and then a
teenager whose teachers underestimated her because she was Chicana. When she became a
teacher herself, she witnessed her students coming to school shoeless and hungry. Many took
days off from school to work in the farm fields to help feed their families. What could she do to
help them? A young mother at the time, Huerta quit her teaching job to organize their parents.
That began her journey to educate a nation about who produces our food and the conditions
under which they work.Dolores Huerta Stands Strong follows Huerta’s life from the mining
communities of the Southwest where her father toiled, to the vineyards and fields of California,
and across the country to the present day. As she worked for fair treatment for others, Dolores
earned the nation’s highest honors. More important, she found her voice.

From School Library JournalGr 5-8-Though Dolores Huerta is an indispensable advocate for the
rights of farmworkers, especially during the mid-to-late 20th century, she often took a public
backseat to César Chávez. Despite being an effective organizer, negotiator and speaker,
"sexism kept her hidden." While her successful campaigning and leadership is impressive by
itself-she was instrumental in forming the first union for farmworkers, among many other
achievements-she did this while raising 11 children, often as a single mother. Huerta's activism
eventually grew to include campaigning for women's rights. Brill's writing is clear and accessible
for middle grade readers; she takes complex issues, such as unionizing, collective bargaining,
and Communism, and makes them comprehensible for the intended audience. Many of the
issues Huerta championed-workers' rights, the living conditions of immigrants, women's equality-
are still timely topics that will resonate with today's youths. Photographs help bring Brill's text to
life, and the extensive back matter will lead readers to further research. VERDICT This well-told,
age-appropriate account of a vital and essential activist deserves a place in all middle grade
collections.-Melissa Kazan, Horace Mann School, NYα(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC,
a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. --This text refers to



the hardcover edition.Review“A biography for the times … Brill paints a vivid picture of her
subject and calls attention to a civil rights leader who was often overshadowed by her male
counterpart even as she fought sexism in her own community.… An excellent read for anyone
hoping to believe one person can make a difference. Young readers will recognize Dolores
Huerta’s rallying cry ‘Yes, we can!’ even as they are inspired by her vision for a better world.”—
Kirkus Reviews (starred review)“[Brill] takes complex issues, such as unionizing, collective
bargaining, and Communism, and makes them comprehensible for the intended audience.
Many of the issues Huerta championed—workers’ rights, the living conditions of immigrants,
women’s equality—are still timely topics that will resonate with today’s youths.…VERDICT This
well-told, age-appropriate account of a vital and essential activist deserves a place in all middle
grade collections.”—School Library Journal (starred review)“[Dolores Huerta Stands Strong] …
effortlessly weaves Huerta’s personal story into the epic of her generation. Notes at the end of
chapters give additional information about what society was like at the time, a crucial addition for
young readers who may not have a deep sense of historical perspective and who believe that
the world has always been the way it is right now.… This is a great addition to any collection and
gives a fresh choice to readers who are investigating biographies.”—Karen Yingling, Ms. Yingling
Reads“Brill has crafted an enticing and empowering picture of courage, belief, struggles,
commitment, and justice that future generations of all colors and genders can use as a model for
future battles. ‘Sí, se puede,’ or ‘Yes, we can,’ is rightfully attributed to a courageous Latina
whose message has been echoed and propelled all over the world.”—Maritza Rocha, Director of
Youth Services, Mujeres Latinas en Acción“In crisp language that will draw young readers in,
Marlene Targ Brill shines a spotlight on the life of union organizer Dolores Huerta. As she does in
many of her biographical studies, Brill strikes just the right balance between the personal and
the political, offering the reader insight into how individuals shape—and are shaped by—the
social forces around them.”—W. Nikola-Lisa, author of Gustavus Myers Honor Book How We
Are Smart --This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorMarlene Targ Brill is an
award-winning author of books for all ages. She especially seeks to write women into history and
tell stories of the undersung. You can learn more about Marlene and her other books at
www.marlenetargbrill.com.--This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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Rachel, “Great For Book Report. My fourth grader used this book for her book report and she
loved it. It was so amazing to watch her learn about Delores Huerta and really enjoyed learning
about it.”

Mrs.Garcia, “Dolores Huerta: An Inspiring Fighter for Justice. Dolores Huerta Stands Strong: The
Woman Who Demanded Justice by Marlene Targ Brill is an inspiring biography for middle
schoolers. Dolores Huerta is a brave Latina who has dedicated her life for the rights of farm
workers, immigrants, women, and LGTB.In 2012, she recieved the Presidential Medal of
Freedom for all she has done for the rights of farm workers and others groups. Definitely,
students will learn the meaning of hard work, determination, and stamina after reading this
excellent biography.The Ohio University Press kindly sent me a copy of this book so I could write
and honest review for Multicultural Children’s Book Day.#ReadYourWorld”

Melissa M. Hart, “Beautifully-written biography of a powerful and inspiring woman. As a kid, I
grew up with parents who refused to buy table grapes years after the boycott against them had
ended. I never quite understood why. Now, I get it. Farmers were spraying pesticides on grapes
while WORKERS WERE STILL IN THE FIELDS.Dolores Huerta Stands Strong, a biography for
middle-school readers, tells the story of the famed civil rights activist and co-founder of the
National Farmworkers Association who was instrumental in organizing the table grape boycott
and procuring fair pay and health insurance for the people who pick our fruit and
vegetables.Written by Marlene Targ Brill and published by Ohio University Press & Swallow
Press, Dolores Huerta Stands Strong is a beautifully-written narrative full of inspiring information
about a woman who made enormous sacrifices in order to help marginalized communities.I'm so
glad to have read this book in honor of Multicultural Children's Book Day. #ReadYourWorld”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 12 people have provided feedback.
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